September 12, 1997

Sean on his endeavor, and to distribute
the new copies of the Constitution to
the students of New Orleans. I, too,
would like to send words of support and
thanks from the 106th Congress to Sean
P. Allerton, for reminding us of the
value of service and the patriotism
that strengthens this country’s heart.
Thank you, Sean.e
——

CONTINUING THE FOOD ANIMAL
RESIDUE AVOIDANCE DATABANK
PROGRAM

e Mr. BURNS. Mr. President, I wish to
speak in support of S. 1153, introduced
by my colleague Senator BAUCUS,
which will continue the Food Animal
Residue Avoidance Databank [FARAD]
Program.

Although the recent E. coli scares
are unfortunate, they present a good
opportunity for the Senate to act on
the issue of food safety. Public interest
in the safety of our food supply is high,
and the call for consumer awareness
has never been greater. The FARAD
Program stores and disseminates infor-
mation on drug, pesticide, and environ-
mental contaminant residue. This in-
formation allows veterinarians and
producers to avoid problems with con-
taminated meat and helps ensure the
integrity of our Nation’s food supply.
Producers and veterinarians can access
FARAD information over the tele-
phone, through e-mail, or even through
two sites on the Internet, putting valu-
able data at everyone’s fingertips. In-
formation is also available in print ma-
terial, such as FARAD’s compendium
on available drugs and the FARAD Di-
gest column in the Journal of the
American Veterinary Medical Associa-
tion. Unfortunately, a lack of funding
has prevented FARAD’s directors and
employees from updating the
databank. FARAD must contain com-
plete and current data in order to con-
tinue protecting American consumers.
And that’s the bottom line. The public
must be confident that the food on
their plate is safe. I hope that my col-
leagues will support consumer aware-
ness and support the FARAD Pro-
gram.e

————
BRAILLE LITERACY

e Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President,
Helen Keller, the moving spirit for the
American Foundation for the Blind and
many in the visually handicapped com-
munity, once said, ‘‘. . . when I hold a
beloved [braille] book in my hand my
limitations fall from me, my spirit is
free.”

During the recent reauthorization of
the Individuals With Disabilities Edu-
cation Act it was my pleasure to work
with the American Foundation for the
Blind, the National Federation of the
Blind, the American Council of the
Blind, and other groups to include a
provision for the teaching of braille for
all blind or visually impaired students
for whom it is appropriate as part of
the IEP process. Because of this change
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which is now in law, every blind or vis-
ually impaired child will soon have the
chance to experience the same freedom
enjoyed by Helen Keller.

Most children who are blind or vis-
ually impaired benefit from specialized
instruction in braille to enable them to
participate equally with their sighted
peers in school and ultimately to com-
pete in the workplace. Additionally, for
those who cannot use print, braille pro-
vides an excellent means for reading
confidential information, making notes
at meetings and giving presentations,
recordkeeping, labeling information
files, performing household manage-
ment functions, and ease of studying
and reviewing critical information.

Over 57,000 students, as of 1996, were
registered with the American Printing
House for the Blind and over 500 stu-
dents from New Mexico are registered.
Mr. President, I am pleased to report
that in my State, 2,500 braille books
were circulated by the New Mexico
State Library for the Blind and Phys-
ically Handicapped, the Regional Li-
brary for the Blind in Santa Fe, in fis-
cal year 1996.

The mission of the American Founda-
tion for the Blind is to enable persons
who are blind or visually impaired to
achieve equality of access and oppor-
tunity that will ensure freedom of
choice in their lives. I am delighted
that the braille provisions of the re-
cently reauthorized Individuals With
Disabilities Education Act will help all
children who are blind or visually im-
paired to achieve this goal.e

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, I sug-
gest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

ORDERS FOR MONDAY,
SEPTEMBER 15, 1997

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it
stand in adjournment until 12 noon on
Monday, September 15; in addition, on
Monday, following the prayer, the Sen-
ate immediately resume consideration
of H.R. 2107, the Interior appropria-
tions bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

ORDER FOR RECORD TO REMAIN
OPEN

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I also
ask unanimous consent that the
RECORD remain open until 3 p.m. for
the introduction of legislation and
statements.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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Mr. SESSIONS. As under the pre-
vious order, on Monday, the Senate
will resume consideration of H.R. 2107,
the Interior appropriations bill, as an-
nounced. No rollcall votes will occur
during Monday’s session. Any votes or-
dered on amendments to H.R. 2107 will
be set aside, to occur at a time to be
determined by the majority leader. It
is our hope that the Senate will con-
clude debate on the Interior bill by
Tuesday. Therefore, Members are en-
couraged to contact the managers of
the bill to schedule floor action on any
possible amendments. As Members are
aware, this is the next-to-last appro-
priations bill remaining for Senate
consideration; the last being the Dis-
trict of Columbia appropriations.
Therefore, Members’ cooperation is ap-
preciated in the scheduling of floor ac-
tion as we attempt to conclude action
on both the Interior appropriations bill
and the District of Columbia appropria-
tions bill next week.

As a reminder to all Members, there
will be no rollcall votes on Monday,
and the next rollcall vote will be a clo-
ture vote on the substitute amendment
to S. 830, the FDA reform bill, which
will occur on Tuesday at 10 a.m., under
rule XXII. All first-degree amendments
to S. 830 must be filed by 1 p.m. on
Monday.

I thank my colleagues for their at-
tention.

———

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL MONDAY,
SEPTEMBER 15, 1997

Mr. SESSIONS. If there is no further
business to come before the Senate, I
now ask unanimous consent that the
Senate stand in adjournment under the
previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 1:24 p.m, adjourned until Monday,
September 15, 1997, at 12 noon.

———

NOMINATIONS

Executive nominations received by
the Senate September 12, 1997:
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

DAVID L. AARON, OF NEW YORK, TO BE UNDER SEC-
RETARY OF COMMERCE FOR INTERNATIONAL TRADE,
VICE STUART E. EIZENSTAT, RESIGNED.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

BETTY EILEEN KING, OF MARYLAND, TO BE REP-
RESENTATIVE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA ON
THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL OF THE UNITED NA-
TIONS, WITH THE RANK OF AMBASSADOR.

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

DAVID SATCHER, OF TENNESSEE, TO BE AN ASSISTANT
SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES, VICE
PHILIP R. LEE, RESIGNED.

DAVID SATCHER, OF TENNESSEE, TO BE MEDICAL DI-
RECTOR IN THE REGULAR CORPS OF THE PUBLIC
HEALTH SERVICE, SUBJECT TO QUALIFICATIONS THERE-
FOR AS PROVIDED BY LAW AND REGULATIONS, AND TO
BE SURGEON GENERAL OF THE PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE
FOR A TERM OF 4 YEARS, VICE M. JOCELYN ELDERS.

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

MARK REID TUCKER, OF NORTH CAROLINA, TO BE THE
U.S. MARSHAL FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF NORTH
CAROLINA, FOR THE TERM OF 4 YEARS, VICE WILLIAM I.
BERRYHILL.

PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE

THE FOLLOWING CANDIDATES FOR PERSONNEL AC-
TION IN THE REGULAR COMPONENT OF THE PUBLIC
HEALTH SERVICE COMMISSIONED CORPS SUBJECT TO
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